down rules for establishing non-state institutions of higher education, whose number has been steadily growing since then. 2 According to the current Law on Higher Education, a public higher education institution is an institution established by the State as represented by a competent authority or public administration body. A non-public higher education institution is an institution established by a natural person or a corporate body other than a corporate body administered by national or local authorities. 3 There may also be distinguished two types of higher education institutions. The first group includes university-type institutions offering studies in the humanities, sciences, medical sciences, economics, pedagogy, the arts, and military studies. The second group includes professional institutions which educate students in specific professional areas and prepare them for practising a profession. 4 
The Bologna Process and Legal Education
A European Higher Education Area (EHEA) based on international cooperation and academic exchange is the main goal of the Bologna Process and one of the proposed reforms provides for "readable and comparable degrees organized in a three-cycle structure (e.g. bachelor-masterdoctorate)". 5 There are five levels of higher education established in the Polish system, fulfilling the standards of the Bologna Process: one undergraduate (first-cycle) program, two graduate (second-cycle and long-cycle) programs, one doctoral (third-cycle) program and one postgraduate (non-degree) program. 6 Legal education is one of a very few fields of studies which departed from a stage-oriented assumptions of the Bologna Process and it constitutes a uniform five-year study program classified as the long-cycle one that is open to applicants holding a secondary school leaving certificate (matura exam), providing specialist knowledge in a specific area of study as well as preparing for creative work in a profession. Graduates are granted master level titles (magister) based on the completion of the curriculum and final diploma examination where students defend their master thesis. 7 There has recently been discussion over whether to change the final diploma examination. Under present circumstances the fifth year students attend the master seminars conducted by professors and write master papers under their supervision. Two major issues have been heavily criticisedone, that due to the high number of students it often happens that one professor supervises more than 10-15 master papers at the same time (the number varies in different schools and reaches up to 30 or even 40). As a consequence, students' research is often incomplete and the papers are not properly prepared and reviewed, which leads to the second critical argument -a masters thesis should engage more methods than the simplest "copy-paste-cite" one.
The Bologna Process encouraged European schools to introduce the European Credit Transfer System (ECTS) which is a student-centered system based on the student workload required to achieve the objectives of a program. In the frame of ECTS, every legal course is assigned a number of credits reflecting the amount of work necessary to meet the course's requirements. There is minimum standard of ECTS points required to pass each semester as well as the ECTS grading system allowing for easy recognition of students' achievements by different European institutions. 8
How a student becomes a lawyer
The Polish legal education program consists of a five year curriculum discussed below, but law school graduates with a masters degree are not licensed to practice in any legal profession. In order to practice law, following graduation they have five different traineeships to choose from, depending on whom they want to become in the future: a judge, an advocate, a legal advisor, a public notary or a prosecutor. The provision of legal advice and representation of parties before the court can be performed by advocates or legal advisors. 9 It takes a state entrance exam to be admitted to the advocate's or legal advisor's traineeship (aplikacja) which lasts three years and ends with a final, usually two-or three-day, exam. Positive results in the exam opens the door to practice and the professional associations. 10
II. What and how a law student studies at school

Study program example
Every Polish law faculty has the right to arrange its own study program. The Ministry of Science and Higher Education issues "educational standards" for every major (law, administration, biology, architecture etc.) taught at higher education institutions. The standards will provide the number of ECTS points required, the number of semesters and hours within the semester to be taught and basic requirements of the content of education (i.e. what kind of courses should be offered in a law school). Law faculties follow those standards while scheduling their own curricula.
It is commonly accepted that the five -year legal program is theory-oriented. Taking a program of one of the law faculties as an example, 11 the lack of any practical courses is easily noticed. The first In addition there are 10 specialized courses (15 hours each) required during the fourth and fifth year in accordance with the student's master seminar. There are only two two-week internships included in the study program which each student has to take during the fourth and fifth year.
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Teaching forms and methods
Every major course in Polish law schools has two forms of teaching. Once a week all students in a particular year meet to listen to 90 minutes of a regular lecture conducted by the professor in a given field of law. Once a week groups of students (the number of students is different in every law school but on average there are 20-30 students in one group) meet to work in a 90 minute class conducted by teaching assistants or lecturers. The idea behind such a division was to enable students to listen to a full time lecture and then work on some practical aspects of the same legal problems in class. 12 Unfortunately, quite often those forms are not very productive. Lectures can consist of nothing but reading chapters from books and classes of going over those chapters and discussing them. During the fourth and fifth year students attend master seminars. They are usually smaller groups of 10-15 students working under supervision of the professor on the preparation of the final master thesis.
Most popular teaching methods at Polish law schools include: lectures (nowadays, also with power point presentations), class discussions, working with codes and legal acts (not so often with court judgments).
It must be emphasized however, that the situation, at least in some law schools, has been improved as more new teaching techniques are introduced and students have a chance to participate in moot court simulations, workshops on legal analysis and legal writing etc. A lot of credit in this respect goes to the legal clinics where new ideas are widely and successfully implemented to make sure law graduates leave the school with some practical preparation for their future profession.
III. Clinical legal education: a decade of struggle and satisfaction
Development of CLE in Poland
The idea of clinical legal education was brought to Poland from the United States and quickly gained a big group of supporters. In 1997 the first legal clinic was established with the financial 50
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support of the Ford Foundation at the Jagiellonian University in Krakow. Soon other clinics opened at Warsaw University (also based on the Ford Foundation's support) and the University of Bialystok (based on the financial support of the ELSA -European Law Students' Association and the law school's funds). 13 Within ten years the idea of clinical legal education has become popular among students and some faculty members. It was not always easy to establish a new clinic at a law school and convince the authorities it was an excellent opportunity for the students to get a sense of law in practice while still studying the codes. 14 It was even more difficult to convince the national associations of advocates and legal advisers that clinics would not compete with them. It took much effort by many students and supporters of the CLE idea to reach today's numbersthere are presently 25 legal clinics operating at every public school and most private schools. 15 All of them are in some way included in the study programs, as an optional course, internship or student activity. Most of the programs also include the legal clinic in the ECTS system. At some faculties (in Warsaw, Krakow, Bialystok, Opole or Lodz) clinics have already become integral parts of the school's structure in form of an institute, chair or laboratory. 16 Students involved in the clinical program are divided into sections dealing with particular fields of law (civil, criminal, administrative, refugee, etc.) . One legal clinic usually comprises several sections (there are for example eight sections at the Warsaw University clinic, seven sections at the University of Bialystok), so students are exposed to different fields of law within one program. Each section is supervised by at least one teacher, a member of the faculty, sometimes together with a practitioner. There are two students assigned to each case. The legal opinion is always given in writing and explained to the client. This assistance is of course free of charge and clinics accept only clients who can not afford professional legal advice. 17
Legal clinics:statistical data
The Legal Clinics Foundation issues an annual statistical summary of Polish legal clinics' work and that data represents the scope of clinical activity throughout the country. During the academic year 2006/2007 18 there were a total of 9399 cases submitted to legal clinics out of which 2327 (25%) were civil law cases. There were 1302 students and 197 teachers working in the clinics. On average then, one teacher supervised the work of six students and one student handled seven cases. In 49% of cases the legal problem required only a short explanation and opinion which took one or two meetings with the client and the case lasted up to two weeks. 41% of the cases required several meetings and the case lasted between two weeks and two months. Only 9% of cases lasted up to one year and 1% -longer than a year. 83% of the clinical clients had not obtained any professional legal advice before coming to the clinic.
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Teaching in a legal clinic
As legal clinics became very popular in Polish law schools, it was necessary to extend the understanding of clinical legal education and make sure that the social mission did not set aside the educational goal of the clinical programs. As F. Zoll and B. Namyslowska observe, there are two fundamental aspects to the clinical teaching method: its effectiveness as a method of learning comprehensive legal skills in a relatively short period of time, and the social education aspect which transpires through the fact that the student lends assistance to people of modest means thus realizing how the institutions of the state function wherever professional legal assistance does not reach. 19 Polish law professors who became supervisors in legal clinics had little or no idea of how to effectively use the real client and real legal problem and build the teaching instruments around them. The role of the supervisor was and still is in many cases reduced to the function of watching over the students' activities and ensuring that they do not make any mistakes from the legal point of view, that their opinions include correct provisions and quote appropriate articles. 20 Many projects have been carried out to improve the situation and to "teach the teachers" how to use their time with students in the clinic to help develop necessary lawyering skills: legal analysis and reasoning, communication, negotiation, factual investigation, problem solving etc. With the financial support of several institutions some clinical teachers visited legal clinics in the USA 21 ; observed teaching methods used there and brought them back to try at their schools. Many conferences and workshops have been organized by the Legal Clinics Foundation but also by the clinics themselves, dedicated to different aspects of clinical teaching. There are also a couple of books published by one of the largest legal publishers in Poland, introducing the clinics and promoting clinical education (some of them are available to download from the Foundation's website). 22 Additionally, clinical teachers can publish articles and share their experience in the "Klinika" magazine published by the Foundation and communicate through a group e-mail list created specially for clinical teachers.
The Legal Clinics Foundation
Within just a few years of the first legal clinic being established in 1997, the clinical idea spread throughout the country and in 2001 fourteen new programs were opened at different schools. At that moment it was important to arrange some future planning to consolidate the clinical objectives and also to create a common platform for communication and experience exchange among Polish clinics. At the turn of 2001 and 2002 the decision was made to establish a Legal Clinics Foundation which presently operates under the institutional financial support of the Batory Foundation and Polish-American Freedom Foundation. In December 2001 three representatives from Polish legal clinics were invited to participate in a study visit to the Republic of South Africa, where the clinical teaching program had been successfully developing for the past 30 years. 23 The trip resulted in the devising of a strategy for the development of the Polish legal clinics program based on the experience of the Republic of South Africa, and consequently in the establishment of the Legal Clinics Foundation which would take on the duty of strengthening the present clinical structure and shape the future of the clinical movement in Poland. The idea was not only to ensure the financial stability of the clinics, but also to constitute a forum which would bring together the efforts to enhance the clinics' position in the academic and legal community, and would search for a formula to inscribe legal clinics into the Polish legal system. 24
According to its Statute, 25 the Legal Clinics Foundation's goals include: 1) financial support of the legal clinics' activity and other programs of practical legal education; 2) elaboration and promotion of the legal clinics' activity standards; 3) elaboration and propagation, of the legal regulations and drafts of legal regulations covering legal clinics' activity.
The structure of the Foundation consists of the Council of the Foundation (Council), Board of the Foundation (Board), and Advisory Board.
The Council consists of the academies having legal clinics operating according to the standards and accredited by the Foundation and other subjects supporting the Foundation's activity. It holds the executive power as it appoints the Board and approves financial plans and activity projects proposed by the Board. To meet the goals included in its Statute, the Foundation has undertaken a great number of tasks and carried out different projects aiming at the improvement of the clinical environment. There are three main fields of the Foundation's activity: 1. financial support for the clinics based on the standardization of clinical programs, 2. improvement of the clinical programs on administrative and educational level, 3. promotion of pro bono work in the Polish legal community.
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The first field, dealing with financial support, requires constant search for possible sponsors and organization of grant competitions for the clinics. It has been the rule that only clinics which meet the set of standards set by the Foundation can apply for financial support. 26 Those grants allowed the clinics to obtain all the necessary equipment, hire secretaries and cover other needs. The Foundation also obtained a great deal of support from the Beck Publishing House which donated legal information software and basic legal literature to every clinic. There have also been some donations of equipment from several law firms located in Warsaw.
The second field is dedicated to a wide range of tasks and projects including the national and international conferences, workshops, seminars and training for the clinical students and teachers, publishing activity of the Foundation described above, co-operation with the Ombudsman of the Republic of Poland, cooperation with law firms and associations of legal corporations, constant exchange of information and clinical know-how, responding to the needs and ideas presented by the clinics, implementation of new programs such as Medical Clinic, Mediation Clinic, NGO Clinic etc. In addition, the Foundation is fully engaged in the work on the new law on access to legal assistance and works towards the legal clinics being incorporated into the new system.
The third field reaches beyond the strict clinical movement. The Foundation's mission is to inculcate the idea of pro bono work deeper into the Polish legal community. The annual Pro Bono Lawyer contest aims to promote the issue of involvement of lawyers in pro publico bono work and 54
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26 There are 11 standards covering the clinical functions and tasks securing that a legal clinic: provides reliability of its services, assures the supervision of faculty teachers over the students, assures the necessary confidentiality of its services, assures the protection of the documents submitted by the clients; legal clinic odes not accept original copies of the documents, establishes secretary office according to the scope and characteristics of its activity, informs the client in written about the rules of the clinical services, carries out a qualifying procedure regarding their clients which is to assure that the client can not afford payable legal advice, sets, according to the proper rules of law, information system about the clients which is to guarantee minimal risk of the conflict of interests, is obligated to conclude an insurance contract on the liability for damages, the guarantee amount can not be lower than 10,000 EURO, submits to the Foundation information on the activity and that legal advice is free of charge.
the title of the Pro Bono Lawyer is awarded to a person providing free of charge and voluntary legal services to other persons, social organizations or institutions. The newest project -Pro Bono Clearinghouse -started in January 2008 and aims to create a network of collaborators, including law firms and NGOs, with the Centrum Pro Bono as the coordinating centre, to deal with the issues of free of charge legal support. 27 Clinical legal education in Poland can serve as an example of a success story. All the initial problems have been overcome and the initial lack of interest or even distrust has turned into a great deal of engagement and extensive use of clinical teaching methodology. Based on the recently published data, there are around 60,550 students at Polish law schools. Every year around 1,300 (2%) of them participate in clinical programs and this number will grow as the program develops.
There are of course more challenges ahead. Clinics should become integral parts of the university structures and thus be incorporated into the schools' budgets. A lot has still to be done to improve the teaching process and convince more law professors that this is actually one of the most effective ways to educate future lawyers, both in the legal and social aspects of each case and each client.
The Bologna Process provides an opportunity for introducing practical approaches into traditional legal education. 28 Clinical methodology has a chance to become better recognized and more frequently used in other European law schools. It is possible only if European and international cooperation between clinical associations and institutions continues to grow and deepen.
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